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Field 1977 


This is a brief summary of the field activities of the U of T, 
NYRP in 1977. The purposes of the programme, its organization and support 


are described in another statement which is available on request. 


The Programme completed its third season of field research in the 
Old Crow area with the departure on August 17 of scientific personnel with 
their notes, collections and special equipment. Poor weather in June was 
followed by an extraordinary seven weeks in which almost the only time lost 
due to natural hazards resulted from evacuation of the Rat Indian Creek camp 


and excavations because of an approaching forest fire. 


The base camp at Klo-kut was activated June 9, and during the 
following weeks a new camp was prepared near Loc. 11A on Old Crow River. 
The helicopter, an Associated Bell 206B (pilot Dan Riopel, engineer Barry 
McDonald) arrived June 15 and was kept busy until August 7. A third river 
boat, 24' long, was built and a propane refrigerator was installed at the 
base camp. As in the past, most of our supplies were ordered through the 


Old Crow Coop. 


During the summer, 15 residents of Old Crow were employed, 3 
as cooks, the rest as field assistants to archaeologists and other scientists. 
Of the latter, 7 used the NYRP facilities for shorter or longer periods; 
they were accompanied by 8 graduate and 4 undergraduate students. As in the 
past we minimized the impact of such a large group of strangers on the village 
by discouraging unnecessary visits there. At the same time, we maintained 
our formal and informal relations with the community, which are of great 


benefit to us and, we hope, are of some benefit to it. 


Most of the NYRP personnel were engaged in Archaeology, which in 
some cases is a labour-intensive kind of science. Thus, the crews at Old 
Chief Creek on the Porcupine River numbered up to 14 and at Old Crow River 
Locality 114 some 26--in the latter case including a visiting scientist from 
Japan, a graduate student from the University of Alberta, and two representatives 
of the National Geographic Magazine. However, important work was done also 
by palaeobotanists, palaeozoologists, and cartographers, and some geological 
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Some of the results of the summer's work are presented in preliminary 
fashion in papers attached to the 1977 Interim Report to the Canada Council, 
which may be obtained by request to NYRP in Toronto. It amounts to an 
estimated 500 pages. Reports on particular subjects are cited in the attached 
bibliography, and may be requested of NYRP or of the author(s). Most of 
the summer's work, however, is still unanalyzed: by a rule of thumb, it 
takes from three to six months of laboratory work to prepare the results of 


one month's field work for publication--provided that there are no interuptions. 


In very brief summary, our Pleistocene archaeologists led by 
W. Irving added some unique specimens to the inventory from Old Crow River, 
most noteworthy several of mammoth ivory, and they discovered artefacts in 
a stratigraphic position that indicates an age of more than 35,000 years. 
Vertebrate palaeontologists under Brenda Beebe recovered bones of mammoth, 
horsé and bison in sufficient quantity to enable them to study these genera 
as populations; they also found:another mandible of a Pleistocene (7?) domestic 


dog, and a number of species not previously reported from the Yukon. 


Archaeologists under J. Cinq-Mars working at upland sites around 
the Old Crow Basin added considerably to the collections from previous 
excavations, and in addition discovered some 55 new sites. Of the latter, 
at least 6 warrant further work in future seasons. It still is difficult 
to perceive artefacts as being of Pleistocene age in these sites, although 


they must be there. 


At Rat Indian Creek, R. LeBlanc and his crew excavated a fair 
quantity of artefacts from this exceptionally informative site; most of 


them appear to date from 300-600 years ago. 


At the Thomas Creek caribou fence, Ron Mcfee excavated part of a 
small village probably dating from late in the 19th century, and found also 
that the fence itself is a complex structure that extends for about six miles 
along the mountainside. Information from the Hudson Bay Archives may shed 


some light on who built the fence and what their commercial relations were. 


Work in ecological botany to assist interpretation of pollen from 
cores of lake-bottom sediments continued under J. C. Ritchie. One of the 


cores has a radiocarbon age of about 20,000 years. 


Reference collections for the identification of mammal, bird and 


fish bones from archaeological sites were enlarged by H. G. Savage, who also 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2022 with funding trom 
University of Alberta Library 


https://archive.org/details/northernyukonresOOunse_0 


ae oe 
obtained specimens in the Mackenzie Delta. 


R. Slobodin revisited Old Crow for the first time in several years 


to reactivate his interest in Loucheux ethnology. 


Ground control for additional mapping at a scale of 1:15,000 by 
photogrammetry was completed by R. Gunn for the section between Johnson 


Creek and Old Crow. 


Visiting scholar Prof. M. Yoshizaki, Hokkaido University, took 
part in excavations at Locality 11A on Old Crow River, and in the discovery 


of two important new sites. 


The results of this field work are being studied during the winter 
at Toronto. We look forward to other, similar field seasons in 1978 and 


1979, and after that to the publication of our findings. 


m 


WoauN. “lrving, Director 
November 1977 
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